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A new public opinion poll shows that Bolivian President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada, who
took office in August 1993, has suffered a sharp erosion of public confidence in him and his
administration following a year in office. According to a public opinion survey conducted in La
Paz at the end of July by the Universidad Catolica de Bolivia (UCB), the personal popularity of
President Sanchez de Lozada has fallen substantially from his 74.6% approval rating when he took
office, although he still enjoys the support of 49.5% of the electorate. Nevertheless, the poll indicates
that support for Sanchez de Lozada's administration has plummeted from 75.4% in August 1993 to
just 39.1% at present. At the same time, the number of people expressing dissatisfaction with the
government has jumped markedly, from 24.6% of those surveyed in August of last year to 42.1% this
year.
Of those interviewed in the UCB poll, 28.6% cited unemployment as the most serious problem
facing the nation. This was almost a 10-point increase from only a month before, when 18.7% of
those polled cited unemployment as their primary concern. Labor problems have become a source
of concern for the president this past year as striking workers protested government efforts to
reduce the size of the public sector labor force. According to Lucio Gonzalez, leader of the principal
labor confederation (Central Obrera Boliviana, COB), the government laid off at least 10,000 state
workers in the last half of 1993, despite the president's campaign promise to create 500,000 new jobs
during his term.
The president, however, has downplayed the criticism of his government. On his first anniversary
in office, he delivered a speech to the nation that outlined some of the major accomplishments of
his administration, which include a series of constitutional reforms approved by the congress at
the beginning of August. Under these reforms the age of majority was raised from 18 to 21, the
president's mandate was extended from four to five years, and a Constitutional Tribunal and a
National Judiciary Ethics Council were established.
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